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Welcome and Introductions:  Sonia Crawford 
 
Water Availability Division Update:  Kellye Rila 
 

 New Division with Water Rights combined with Groundwater and the 
Watermaster – Water Availability Division 

 New Division Director, Kellye Rila; New Watermaster Manager, Ricky 
Anderson; New South Texas Watermaster, Steve Ramos; New Water 
Rights Permitting and Availability Manager, Ron Ellis 

 
Drought Update: Kellye Rila 
 

 All 254 Texas counties are experiencing drought, 91% of Texas is 
experiencing extreme or exceptional drought. Compared to July 2009 
drought where 70 counties experienced extreme or exceptional drought. 

 Water Rights has received 14 Senior calls, in the Brazos, Colorado, 
Guadalupe, Neches, and Sabine River Basins and has suspended or 
curtailed over 1,000 water rights 

 TCEQ has stopped issuing most temporary applications in the senior call 
basins, unless emergency situation 

 Weekly drought meetings, drought updates are found on the TCEQ 
website 
 

Q: Are all temporaries being turned off?  How about groundwater storage 
permits? 
A: There has been no blanket turn-off of temporary water rights, case by case 
 
Water Rights Permitting & Availability Section Update: Iliana Delgado 
 
Introduction of new employees:    Shea Pearson, Project Manager, Permitting 

John Gillen, Technical Specialist 
 

 Number of applications received doubled in Aug and Oct 

 HB 2694 – Sunset Bill 
The definition of Aquaculture is changing from industrial use to 
agricultural use 
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Commission Actions: Robin Smith 
 

 Two San Angelo applications (Twin Buttes Reservoir) – Commission 
issued, one is being appealed 

 City of Lubbock (Reuse) – Hearing Request was considered at SOAH in 
October, 2011 

 Added Texas Water Code 11.053 – Drought Rules 
Define Drought and Emergency Shortage of Water 

 TAP case - Set for Docket Call on 12/1/11, Federal Court in Corpus Christi  
 

Discussion: Scott Swanson, Drought Contingency Plans 

 See attached Power Point Presentation 
 
Q&A 
 
Q: If a City is not following their Drought Contingency Plans, is there any action 
by the Commission? 
A: Commission only requires that the Utilities have the plans. Enforcement of the 
plan is still at the Utility level. 
 
Q: If a Utility as part of their Contingency plan adds a usage surcharge, is this a 
rate change and do they need to amend their tariff to do that? 
A: Yes, they would need to apply for a rate change. 
 
Q: Status of Environmental Flow Implementation Plans? 
A: Staff is still currently working on the implementation plan 
 
Q: Document produced for the public? 
A: Unsure about a public guidance document 
 
Q: Previous curtailments have exempted municipal and power generation from a 
call, how will that effect the future? Will it be the standard? 
A: Legal is working on that rule with Enforcement.  
 
Closing/Comments:  Sonia Crawford  
 
*Next Meeting 
*Proposed topics for next meeting: 

 Floods 

 Environmental Flow Implementation Plan 

 Curtailment Rule 

 Update on SB3 Rules 

 Graphics exhibiting storage levels of major reservoirs 


